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Chapter I - The EU’s external realtions

I. Definition of basic concepts related with external policy of the EU

1. Interregionalism and its functions

Definition: institutionalised relations between world regions – used by the EU to establish it’s global presence. 

• the actor-centred ‘old interregionalism’ of the early years; - SHORT CHARACTERISTIC

• the system-centred ‘new interregionalism’ of the post-bipolar period – SHORT CHARACTERISTIC 

2. Regional actorship - is used as a summary concept for a region’s ability to influence the external world, and for instance engage in interregionalism. The concept of regional actorship is 
built around three interacting components: 

Regionness - internal cohesion of a region. 

There are five levels of regionnes

• regional social space; 

• regional social system;

• regional international society; 

• regional community;  

• regional institutionalised polity 

International presence – “A stronger presence implies a greater capacity to act, but the actor must be subjectively conscious about its presence and prepared to make use of it.” What does 
it depend on? - population size, economic strength, diplomacy, military power, etc.;

Actorness - the capacity to act purposively in an organised fashion in order to shape outcomes in the external world. This capacity is shifting over time, between issue areas and between 
foreign policy relations.

Why regional actorship is important ? For two regions to establish a functioning relationship, it is essential that both have achieved a certain degree of actorship

Interregionalism can thus be described as a relationship between actors more or less well provided with the three components of actorship.



II. The role of the European Council, Commission and Parliament in shaping the external policy of EU.

III. Analysis of EU’s key interregional relationships with Asia, Africa and Latin America

• Explanation of the concept of Complex interregionalism

Complex Interregionalism – from 1990s EU started to differentiate its relations by region. Today EU engages in transregional, pure interregional and bilateral relations. 

What are the drivers for this change? 

 the problems and resistance that EU has faced in partner regions

 the internal organisational dynamics of the EU (Commission and Council roles are intersecting)

 different levels of development of the regions with which EU is cooperating    

Literature for this chapter:

Books:

• Intersecting Interregionalism Regions, Global Governance and the EU; Editors Francis Baert, Tiziana Scaramagli, Fredrik Söderbaum

• The EU as a global actor and the dynamics of interregionalism: A comparative analysis. Journal of European Integration. Söderbaum, F., Stålgren, P., & Van 
Langehove, L. (2005). 

• The European Union and Interregionalism: Patterns of Engagement; Mathew Doidge.

Websites:

• https://europa.eu/european-union/topics/foreign-security-policy_en



Chapter II – PESTLE analysis of countries constituing Pacific Alliance and the analysis of FTA with the EU.

Mexico - PESTLE analysis

Source materials and documents:

• IMF Country Report 2018

• Raporty OECD - Mexico - OECD Economic Survey 2017; Education policy 
outlook 2018.

• Reformas estructurales – Pacto por Mexico

• Doing Business 2019 Report

• World Economic Forum - The Global Competitiveness Index 2017-2018

• United Nations Conference On Trade And Development 2018 Report

• Deloite Report - Mexico Economic challenges await the new administration

• PWC Doing Business in Mexico

• KPMG – “Opportunities in the Mexican Electricity Sector”

• „Mexico in your pocket” – document ffom the government website

• OECD PISA Report 2015 (Programme for International Student Assessment)

Websites:

• Government website -https://www.gob.mx/se/articulos/mexico-cuenta-con-
12-tratados-de-libre-comercio

Common characteristics of the countries: Mexico, Colombia, Peru and Chile rank the highest at competitiveness rankings (e.g. Doing Business ranking) among the Latin America
countries. All of them act in accordance with the policy of free trade. Each of the countries experienced political change this year (2018), which gives a chance for evaluating the 
presidency of the former presidents, i.e. the reforms they implemented.
Each of the countries signed FTA (free-trade agreement) with the EU. In this chapter the impact of these agreements will be analysed. 

Both PESTLE and FTAs analyses will provide a better outlook for the evaluation of the Pacific Alliance regional integration.

Mexico – EU (FTA)

Source materials and documents:

• Report of the European Commission - Ex-post evaluation of the EU-Mexico Free Trade 
Agreement

• BBVA survey - Impact assessment of the Free Trade Agreement between the European Union 
and

• Bulletin from the Government of Mexico - Modernization of the Free Trade Agreement 
between Mexico and the European Union (TLCUEM)

Websites:

• European Commision website - http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-
regions/countries/mexico/

Literature for Mexico:



Colombia - PESTLE analysis

Source materials and documents:

• IMF report - 2018

• OECD Economic Survey 2017

• Doing Business 2019

• World Economic Forum - The Global Competitiveness Index 
2017-2018

• BBVA – infrastructure Raport

• Willson Center - The FARC and Colombia’s Illegal Drug 
TradeStrony internetowe

• United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Raport (2018)

• MaRS Market Insights - Market Information Report: 
Colombia (2017)

• Congressional Research Service Report - Colombia’s 
Changing Approach to Drug Policy

Websites:

• https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2018/08/03/ocho-polemicas-
de-juan-manuel-santos-en-ocho-anos-frente-al-gobierno-de-
colombia/

• https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/balance-de-
gobierno-de-juan-manuel-santos-236668

• https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/balance-de-la-
administracion-santos-223524

Literature for Colombia:

Colombia – EU (FTA)

Source materials and documents:

• Report - Repercusiones en Colombia del acuerdo comercial con la Unión Europea tras tres años de 

su implementación. (www.TNI.org )

• Report on the impact of the Free Trade Agreement on the National Economy (www.redge.org.pe)

Websites:

• EC’s website - http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/regions/andean-

community/



Chile - PESTLE analysis

Source materials and documents:

• Article - Pablo Zambrano Pontn - Chilean miracle

• Programa de Gobierno Michell Bachelet 2014-2018 -
Government program Michelle Bachelet

• IMF Report 2018

• OECD Economic Survey 2017

• Doing Business 2019

• World Economic Forum - The Global Competitiveness 
Index 2017-2018

Chile – EU (FTA)

Source materials and documents:

• Report of the European Commission - "Sustainability Impact 
Assessment of the Association Agreement with Chile"

• University study - Pontifica Universidad Catolica de Valparaiso -
Evaluación del impacto de sostenibilidad de la modernización del 
acuerdo comercial Chile-EU

Websites:

• EC’s website - http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-
regions/countries/chile/

Literature for Chile



I haven’t done the research on Peru yet. Nevertheless, in the case of PESTLE analysis I will use the same type of literature as 
in the previous countries. It will be among others IMF report, Doing Business Report, some bank’s and advisory company 
reports or materials from the government’s website. Peru is not the member of OECD but it signed FTA with the EU (together
with Colombia).

Literature for Peru



Chapter III – Pacific Alliance analysis and short presentation of Latin America in terms of 
regionalisation 

I. Short characteristic of Latin America in terms of regionalisation  

• cultural legacy - creates some basis for Latin American integration but political and ideological differences have prevented genuine and long-term cooperation

• Large number of organizations developed in the recent years (e.g. MERCOSUR, ALBA, UNASUR) but none of them has been successful.

II. Analysis of regional actorship of Pacific Alliance (regionness, international pressence and actorness)

Literature for this chapter

Books:

• Alianza del Pacífico: mitos y realidades; Eduardo Pastrana Buelvas, Hubert Gehring. (2014)

• Emerging markets. The pacific Alliance Perspectives & Opportunities for Latin America. ;Mario Torres Jarrín & Jonathan Violante Pica

• La Alianza del Pacífico: de cara a los proyectos regionals y las transformaciones globales.

Websites:

• Official website of the organization: https://alianzapacifico.net/en/



Research questions and thesis

Research thesis: 

„The PA can be an important partner for the European Union to achieve its geo-economic, geopolitical and geostrategic purposes.”

• Geo - economic – From the perspective of the EU, which since 1995 is negotiating FTA with Mercosur, the PA in this context could serve as a 
catalyst, in the sense of a movement within Mercosur towards an accelerated conclusion of the free trade agreement with the EU.

• Geopolitical - given the great congruence with the goals of the EU, PA could help to imporve the situation in the LA region – by e.g. fighting
with the poverty of drug trafic. AP could appear as a bridge between the EU and Unasur or the CAN.

• Goestrategic - PA can help Latin America to become a set of connection centers within the so-called the value-added chain between the 
European economies and those of the Asia-Pacific.

Research questions:

• Second chapter: Did the FTA with the EU contributed to the diversification of the economy of the PA countries, or on the contrary 
contributed to the increase of reprimarization (increasing the importance of the first sector of the economy)?

• Third chapter: Can Pacific Alliance be described as a coherent actor?


