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RESEARCH METHODS

• Quantitative: numerical data and analysis

• Qualitative: narrative description of some phenomenon and facts

• Comparative: cross-comparison of the data to understand better the 
differences between UK and France



THE UK:

• Immigration statistics are published each quarter by the 
Office for National Statistics. The Office charts all immigration 
lasting for more than 12 months.

•Net migration = number of people entering – number of 
people exiting

•Net migration in 2016 was 273, 000 (-49,000 from 2015)

•However, the past ten years has generally seen a dramatic 
increase in the number of migrants entering into the country.



BREXIT 

• A partial reason for the reduction seen from 
2015 to 2016 is uncertainty around the 
Brexit vote last year

• Theresa May has pledged that Brexit will 
end EU’s ‘freedom of movement’

• One of key issue during Brexit vote was 
number of Polish foreigners



Rise in Polish people immigrating to the UK from the years 2004-2015.



WHO and WHY?
Top 10 foreign populations in the UK 

(2015):
1. Poland (831,000)

2. India (795,000)

3. Pakistan (503,000)

4. Republic of Ireland (382,000)

5. Germany (286,000)

6. Romania (220,000)

7. Bangladesh (217,000)

8. South Africa (200,000)

9. Nigeria (199,000)

10. China (197,000)

Main reasons for immigrating to the 
UK (2015):

1. Work (2,434,000)
2. Study (1,141,000)
3. To accompany or join a UK citizen 

as a spouse/dependent 
(3,644,000)

4. Other (1,293,000)

("Other" includes those who arrived 
to get married/form a civil 
partnership, to seek asylum, as a 
visitor, etc.)



WHERE?
• London has the greatest 

number of migrants among 
all regions with comparable 
data in the UK, where 37% 
of the total migrants reside.

• Foreign-born people 
constituted 41% of Inner 
London’s population in 
2015.

• The South-East is the 
second most common 
destination for migrants, 
followed by the East.

Concentration of immigrants in the UK. London and 
surrounding areas in focus.



DEFINITION OF AN IMMIGRANT

According to the House of Commons Library, several 
definitions for a migrant exist in UK meaning that a 
migrant could be someone:

•Whose country of birth is different to that of residence

•Whose nationality is different to their country of 
residence

•Who changes their country of residence for at least a 
year



IMMIGRATION POLICY UNDER THE EU

• Immigration rules are not the 
same in every EU country. This 
is because most EU countries 
have both EU rules and their 
own national rules. EU-wide 
immigration rules generally 
apply in 24 out of the EU’s 27 
countries.

• However, the UK chooses, on a 
case-by-case basis, whether or 
not to adopt certain 
immigration rules



IMMIGRATION POLICY POST-BREXIT

•However, citizens still didn’t find this exemption 
flexible enough as Brexit proved
•Government creating ‘Great Repeal Bill’ to 
repeal European Communities Act that ensures 
European law takes precedence over British law
•Basically to copy and paste existing European 
law into domestic law, to then amend and 
repeal



IMMIGRATION POLICY AFTER BREXIT (cont..)
• Roughly 3.5 million EU citizens living in the UK, 

and 1.2 million Brits living in another EU country

• May using rights of existing EU citizens as 
bargaining chip in Brexit negotiations

• Consensus is that she will have to eventually 
ensure their rights for the protection of Brits 
abroad

• For future, pro-Brexit ministers want to 
introduce work permit system with a limited 
number offered each year, and having a job offer 
be a requirement



ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES
• Signed to UN 1951 Refugee Convention and has 

a responsibility to offer protection to people 
who seek asylum under the legal definition of a 
“refugee”, and moreover not to return any 
displaced person to places where they would 
otherwise face persecution.

• 38,517 asylum applications in 2016 (-41,483 
than the 80,000 in France). 

• < ½ of these refugees were granted asylum 
once their applications were concluded. 

• Controversial political issue within the country 
for over a decade (headlines such as ‘The 
Immigration Crisis’ frequently printed in the 
tabloids).



FRANCE: a bit of history

- French revolution in 1789

- The law of 1851 

- “sentiment national” in the end of the XIXth

- Immigration “pros”

- “carte de séjour” in 1917



FRANCE: a bit of history

• 3 main waves of immigration in the history of France:

- Industrial revolution in mid XIXth

- WW1
« Immigration Volontariste »

- WW2



FRANCE: a bit of history

• Crisis of the 30s = xenophobic wave

• 1st proposition of laws on quotas

• Loi Bonnet in 1980

• Election of François Mitterand in 1981



Definition of an immigrant in France and 
latest policy
• A person born abroad as a stranger and living in France

• Status « immigrant » is permanent

• Law of the 7th of March 2016:

• Its 3 main objectives and effects



Long term regular immigration by year of admission to stay in France

(legal migrants)



Distribution of immigrants by country of birth (in percentages)

in France in 1975–2008 



Asylum-seekers in France



A look at the immigration policies and 
conditions in France



Now that Emmanuel Macron is the president



If Marine Le Pen had been elected…



The « jungle » of Calais



And its inhabitants



A COMPARISON

THE UK

• Population as of March 2017 
estimated at 65.3 million, up from 64. 
7 million in 2015.

• Latest estimate of immigrant 
population sits at 8.7 million in 2015.

• This is more than double the 3.8 
million that it was 23 years before in 
1993. 

• It makes up 13.5% of the population 
for that year. This is in line with the 
global average.

• It is estimated that in 2014, 117,234 
refugees were living in the UK.

FRANCE

• Population as of March 2017 
estimated at 64.8 million, down 
from 66 million in 2013.

• Latest estimate of immigrant 
population sits at 7.6 million in 
2014.

• It makes up 11.6% of the 
population for that year.

• It is estimated that in 2014,
252,264 refugees were living in 
the France.



The size of the UK compared to France



The percentage of immigrant population in the UK compared to the highly industrialized ‘G8’ 
nations, including France.



Immigration flow in France and in the UK from 1994 to 2001.





Preferences for level of immigration in Britain according to a 
2013 survey.



The UK-related sources:

• Office for National Statistics. Migration Statistics Quarterly Report: Dec 2016. 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigrati
on/internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/dec2016

• The Migration Observatory at the University of Oxford. Migrants in the UK: An 
Overview. 
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/migrants-in-the-
uk-an-overview/

• House of Commons Library. Migration Statistics. 
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06077

• EU Immigration Portal. Explaining the Rules. 
http://ec.europa.eu/immigration/who-does-what/more-information/explaining-
the-rules-why-are-there-eu-rules-and-national-rules_en

• Migration Watch UK. The British in Europe – and Vice Versa. March 2016. 
https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/354

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/dec2016
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/migrants-in-the-uk-an-overview/
http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/SN06077
http://ec.europa.eu/immigration/who-does-what/more-information/explaining-the-rules-why-are-there-eu-rules-and-national-rules_en
https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/354


France-related Sources:

• http://www.lepoint.fr/politique/69-des-francais-pensent-qu-il-y-a-trop-d-immigres-26-02-2015-
1908159_20.php

• https://www.cairn.info/revue-population-2004-5-page-725.htm

• https://www.ofpra.gouv.fr/fr/l-ofpra/actualites/premiers-chiffres-de-l-asile-en

• http://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2016/11/22/jungle-de-calais-apres-l-evacuation-le-sentiment-de-
vide-des-associatifs-et-benevoles_5035535_3224.html

• https://www.academia.edu/15635796/Demographic_situation_in_France_in_the_late_20th_and_early_21s
t_century._Analysis_of_selected_phenomena

• https://www.ofpra.gouv.fr/

• http://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/2017/04/17/01016-20170417ARTFIG00136-asile-2016-20-de-
demandeurs-en-plus.php

• All pictures were taken from Google Pictures

• Personal notes from the « Grand Débat » between 5 of the 11 candidates for french presidency on TV on the 
20/03/2017

http://www.lepoint.fr/politique/69-des-francais-pensent-qu-il-y-a-trop-d-immigres-26-02-2015-1908159_20.php
https://www.cairn.info/revue-population-2004-5-page-725.htm
https://www.ofpra.gouv.fr/fr/l-ofpra/actualites/premiers-chiffres-de-l-asile-en
http://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2016/11/22/jungle-de-calais-apres-l-evacuation-le-sentiment-de-vide-des-associatifs-et-benevoles_5035535_3224.html
https://www.academia.edu/15635796/Demographic_situation_in_France_in_the_late_20th_and_early_21st_century._Analysis_of_selected_phenomena

